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TOTIER CREEK, A FIRST-FAHILIES-OF-ALBEMARLE PLACE NAME

One of the oldest place names in Albemarle County is
Totier, the name of a creek which empties into the James a
mile upstream from Scottsville, at the southern tip of the
county, It has had not fewer than three spellings, three
pronunciations, and three derivations,

Those who drive from Charlottesville to Scottsville
today cross the headwaters of this creek numerous times below
Keene, One of the six crossings of the stream under the
Scottsville-Esmont road 1s conspicuously and properly labelled
"Totier Creek" by the Highway Department, but all other road
crossings are either unlabelled or else appear under the
modern names of the easternmost of Totier's four maln branches
(Miller Creek) or of its westernmost branch (Rock Castle
Creek).

No one living in the region now remembers the origin
of the name, and the possibilitlies have even been suggested
that the creek was named for a non-existent Frenchman, or
that the word might be a corruption of "turtle" because the
largest and most ferocious turtles seen in Albemarle in this
century (with "shells three feet in diameter') still some-
times make thelr way midstream up this creek from the James,

The word "Totier" is in fact a corruption of another
vord, but the word was "Totero," and it denoted an Indian
tribe, not a turtle,

The Toteros (now commonly referred to by anthropologists

as the Tutelos) were a Sioulan tribe, like the lonacans, who
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also left place names in Virginia; for example, lianakin Town,
near Richmond. These Sioulan tribes were blood enemles of the
Powhatan Indians, and they fled steadlly backwards into
North Carolina, proceeding from the headwaters of one major
river to those of another, near the recently man-made Kerr
Reservoir,

The earliest use of the place name so far identified is
in two 1732 land patents of Edward Scott (Patent Book 14,
p.465, 468; all refererices to these Patent Books are from
Watts, 'Colonigl Albemarle', which refer to "a place called
Totier." 1In 1736 the Executive Journals of the Council of
Colonial Virginia (IV, 379) record the granting of a tract of
land to this same Edward Scott on "Totero Creek," and these
lands in Scott's will (dated Feb, 10, 1737 and proved
April 10, 1738; see ViiHB, X III, 37) were referred to as

"Totier'" and the '"acres on Totier Creek.'" This was the Scott
who was the progenitor of all the Scotts for whom Scottsville
was named,

In point of time, the next reference located is in
William Stith's patent of 1740 (Patent Book 19, 652), but
in 1741 there were not less than six patentees of land on
Totier Creek: James Tulley (FB 20, 105), John Lewis (20,
148-9), Thomas Meriwether (19, 1017 and 1046), Christopher
Clark (19, 1022), William Harris (19, 1052), and llathew Harris
(19, 1060),

By 1751, when the name for Totler Creek went into the

survey for the Fry-Jefferson map, its form was firmly fixed
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with its present spelling, and there has been no significant
change during the ensuing two centuries except for one throw-
back on the United States Geological Survey Buckingham sheet
of 1892/1929, where the remarkable spelling "Tooters Creek"
occurs, The 1961 Buckingham sheet avolds this mistake by no
longer including the area involved, and the present edition of
the Covesville sheet has properly gone back to the original
form of "fotier."

Half a century ago, Hodge (Handbook II, 856) compiled
so many varieties of the spelling of the tribe's name that one
is discouraged from retyping his list, but the creek name it-
self has progressed quite simply from Totero to Totier, Totears,
Toteer, Totter, Toten, Totere, to Totiers, to Tooters, and
back to Totier,

So much for the spellings, The matter of pronunciations
is more difficult to cope with,

Pfesumably the word started out being pronounced Too-tear
(as in "to tear one's pants')--oh, It then progressed through
Too-tier (rhyming with "new beer" or "true peer," or '"pooh bier"),
to Iooterg, with a short side trip into Tau-tier, and wound up
with what appears to be the ubiquitous present local pronuncia-
tion of IToe-tier, or a rapidly-spoken Iote-ear, which is doubt-
less the product of numerous lrs. licGulfeys making their school-
children pronounce "to" to rhyme with '"go,"

The maverick pronunciation of Taw-tier (which the present
writer is guilty of having mistakenly recorded in the
Charlottesville Daily Progress of August 5, 1963) came from an
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echoic analogy to "Fauqulier," and has its own etymological
analogy in a folk derivation of the creek name from the
patronymic of an early French surveyor of the region, The
idea may have gained currency from the form of the place name
on Bishop liadison's map of 1807-18: '"Totiers Creek," which
seems to be the possessive form of a personal name,

The fatal defects of this derivation are three: the
fact that the name was on the land before any surveyor set
foot there; there was no surveyor of the region who was French;
and the 1nabllity of any historian or gsenealogist to produce
from any county, colony, or mother country, of the 17th or
18th centuries, any patronymic of any person soever which
remotely resembles "Totier,"

The transformation of "Totero'" to "Totier" is only a
matter of swallowing a last syllable, but if anyone has a
lingering doubt as to the correctness of this derivation
from the 18th-century form of the name for the Tutelo Indlans,
he can resolve this doubt readily enough by tracking the
index-references to "Totero" in the volumes of the Executive
Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia.

The archaeologists may hesitate to say where the tribe

was in a given year, but the tribe's having been in Albemapie

County before there was an Albemarle County is as certaln
as that all members of the tribe had left these parts before
the 1740's, Tney not only left the county, they also left
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in the soll the bones of their ancestors and some flint arrow-

heads, On our maps, they have engraved thelr name,

JOHN COOK WYLLIE
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